
 

 

 

 

 

 

PENTECOST  
(Formerly known as Whitsun)  

 

 
 

 

HOLY CROSS SOUTH  

 

 



 
 

 
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

As we wait in silence   

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we listen to your word, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we worship you in majesty, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your refreshing, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your renewing, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

As we long for your equipping, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

we long for your empowering, 

fill us with your Spirit. 

 

HYMN:   Lord the Light of Your Love is shining 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Be with us, Spirit of God; 

nothing can separate us from your love. 

 

Breathe on us, breath of God; 

fill us with your saving power.  

 

Speak in us, wisdom of God; 

bring strength, healing and peace.  

 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us.  

 

 

PENITENCE  

 

Before our Confession, we listen to New College Oxford singing the anthem, 

Come Holy Ghost our Souls Inspire by Thomas Attwood. ; And, as we listen, we 

call to mind the things we have done we should not have done and those things 

we have not done that we should have done.  

 

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word and deed. Let us 

then open ourselves to the Lord and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:  

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith:  

fill us with your Spirit. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:  

 



 

 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to live in 

the power of the Spirit all our days. 

Amen 

 

Forgiven our sins, we joyfully sing THE PERUVIAN GLORIA: 

 

Glory to God, Glory to the Father                                                                    

Glory to God, Glory to the Son                                                                               

Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit  

 

THE COLLECT FOR PENTECOST 

 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A READING from Acts 2: 1-21 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 

each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  

 



 

8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs 

– in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12All 

were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 13But 

others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men 

of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 

what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 

o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  

 17“In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

 

 



 

PSALM   (We say this together) 

Psalm 104.26-36,37b 

26  O Lord, how manifold are your works! ♦  

In wisdom you have made them all; 

 the earth is full of your creatures. 

27  There is the sea, spread far and wide, ♦  

and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great. 

28  There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan ♦  

which you have made to play in the deep. 

29  All of these look to you ♦  

to give them their food in due season. 

30  When you give it them, they gather it; ♦  

you open your hand and they are filled with good. 

31  When you hide your face they are troubled; ♦  

when you take away their breath,  

 they die and return again to the dust. 

32  When you send forth your spirit, they are created, ♦  

and you renew the face of the earth. 

33  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ♦  

may the Lord rejoice in his works; 

 

 



 

34  He looks on the earth and it trembles; ♦  

he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

35  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; ♦  

I will make music to my God while I have my being. 

36  So shall my song please him♦  

while I rejoice in the Lord. 

37  Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 Alleluia. 

SECOND READING 

1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

3No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties 

of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is 

the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 

activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as 

the Spirit chooses. 

 

 



 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body Jews or Greeks, slaves or free and we were all 

made to drink of one Spirit.  

HYMN : COme Down O Love Divine 

 

THE GOSPEL 

John 20.19-23 

19It was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

THE ADDRESS 

And now we give you thanks because he breathed on his disciples the power of 

your Spirit to proclaim the good news to all peoples. 

 
 

Evangelism is the task of all the baptised, all who are members of the 

household of God. Whilst our Baptisms most likely were well before we are able 

to remember, and the same might even be said of our Confirmations too, the 

principle is that each regular member of our church congregations should regard 

themselves as an evangelist.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Now that doesn’t mean all of us are going to be writers like THE Evangelists, 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It means that we are to proclaim our faith.  

 

That is why the Holy Spirit came on the first Pentecost, Whit Sunday as it was 

earlier called in this country. In John’s Gospel, it is Jesus himself who breathes 

on to the disciples the Holy Spirit” to proclaim the good news to all peoples.” 

And we read in the Acts of the Apostles just how Peter began to do just that on 

the day the Spirit came.  

 

Now a good many people are scared by the idea of being evangelists. It doesn’t 

sound very British. “It sounds hard……… I’m not good with words. I’m shy. I don’t 

like talking about my faith”, are all things I have heard said.  

 

So it is helpful that today the Church pairs the glorious reading of the Church’s 

Birthday as it were, that Andy Hewines read, with a very different reading 

from a letter of Paul. Paul was writing to a small community of fledgling 

Christians. Despite his being with them for 18 months, despite that he was a 

great teacher, a hard worker, whose faith was inspirational and unshakeable, 

they still got many things wrong when he left them. But he heard reports and 

tried by letters to put them right.  

 

But as he thought about what he was writing, he realized that we all have, 

inborn and learned, different ways of doing things, different skill sets, 

different GIFTS. And he realized they all come from the same Spirit. So it 

makes sense that we proclaim our faith in different ways.  

 

Paul wrote: Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 

Giotto, who painted the picture you can see now, evangelises in paint. This 

picture is in the National Gallery. It isn’t huge. That’s because it was part of a 

series of paintings, seven in total, that originally were to be situated behind the 

Altar.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

There was a time when very many churches had altars like at Broome, where the 

priest has their back to the congregation as they celebrate the holy sacrament 

of the Last Supper. Most churches now have the priest standing behind the 

altar so they face the people as they celebrate the mysteries.  

 

Imagine you can see as you enter the church a timeline of Jesus in paint: the 

Epiphany, the Presentation in the Temple, the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, The 

Entombment (when Jesus was put in the tomb), The Descent into Hell ( there 

was a common understanding pre Reformation and current still in the Orthodox 

Church that after Jesus died he went down into Hell and saved Judas  and other 

prominent sinners) and finally Pentecost/ the coming of the Holy Spirit. All the 

paintings are now in different places, some in Germany, some in America and 

Pentecost in London. But they are all the same size, all painted in the same style 

with the same techniques, They all have a particular substance behing =d the 

gold leaf on the haloes. 

 

So we have here the twelve apostles gathered together in an upstairs room with 

tongues of fire on their heads; the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a white 

dove. Apparently that has had to be touched up quite a lot! Outside the room 

are a man and two youths, who in the very early thirteenth century Italy 

represented the multitude of different nations. And both are apparently 

marvelling at hearing the apostles speak in their own language. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Experts at the National Gallery reckon Giotto only had the idea as it were; he 

designed them but got his pupils to do the actual painting, most likely in the 

year 1305. That’s a very long time ago.  

 

But I love this picture. When I lived in London I often visited it, and others, 

long before the Sainsbury Wing where it now is, was built. I have used it as a 

vehicle of evangelism in each of the churches where I have ministered.  It 

demonstrates how Giotto literally, well beyond how he could have thought he 

would, proclaimed his faith to all peoples. And,  because of its antiquity, its very 

difference from anything we might see today, it  puts into all the sharper focus 

that the day we celebrate today was awesome, quite literally.  

 

Now,  I could never paint anything well, apart from, technically speaking, 

skirting boards, and I doubt I shall ever speak as effectively as Pater on the 

first Pentecost Day, but as I contemplate this picture, it makes me consider 

what I can do……the positives. I know I cannot do everything, I often get things 

wrong. But, looking at it, I know I am called to use whatever gifts God has given 

me to proclaim the faith.  

 

As he calls you to use your gifts to do the same…….. 

 

And together we are Church, and together we proclaim our faith with  the gifts 

we have and in the lives we lead. 

 

As the Psalmist said, even longer ago than Giotto, 
   

O Lord, how manifold are your works!  

In wisdom you have made them all; 

 

Thanks be to God.  

 

THE CREED 

 

We Believe in God the Father (Graham Kendrick)  

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We bring our prayers to God. We the prayers end by saying together: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the 

powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 

prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead 

might be at work in us. 

 

As part of God’s Church here in this place, I call upon you to live out what you 

proclaim. 

 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future,  

trusting him to be your guide? 

By the Spirit’s power, we will. 

 

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 

We will. 

 

Will you dare to be generous and share your riches of time, talent and wealth, 

and minister to each other in need? 

We will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Will you dare to pray for each other  

until your hearts beat with the longings of God? 

We will. 

 

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 

We will. 

 

 

FINAL HYMN. : The Spirit Lives to Set Us Free. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you  

and those you love today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Filled with the Spirit’s power, go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, 

alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 


